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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT
ORGANIZATIONS AFTER THE BATTLE OF SOLFERINO

SOLFERINO MUHAREBESI SONRASINDA KIZILHAC VE KIZILAY
TESKILATLARININ KURULMASI

Prof. Dr. H. Kadircan KESKINBORA

Prof Dr, Bahcesehir University, Medical Faculty, Department of History of Medicine and
Ethics, Istanbul, Turkey

Assist. Prof. Dr. Fuat INCE

Assist Prof Dr, Suleyman Demirel University, Medical Faculty, Department of History of
Medicine and Ethics, Isparta, Turkey

ABSTRACT

The Battle of Solferino in 1859 resulted in the victory of the Franco-Sardinian Alliance over
Austria. More than 6,000 people were killed and 40,000 wounded in this battle, in which
approximately 300,000 soldiers from both sides faced each other. As the health services of the
armies were insufficient, the wounded were writhing in pain. Meanwhile, Swiss Henry
Dunant, who came to Solferino to meet with the French Emperor due to his affairs in Algeria,
was very impressed by the situation of the wounded and organized the people around to help
the wounded. Dunant managed to draw people's attention to the pain and drama of wars with
his book "A Memory of Solferino”, published in 1863. With the efforts of Dunant and his
supporters, the "International Society for Relief of the Military Wounded™ was established on
February 17, 1863. On August 22, 1864, the sign of the association was determined as red
cross on a white background as the reverse of the Swiss flag. In 1875, it was renamed the
"International Committee of the Red Cross". Dunant was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
his outstanding efforts. The Ottoman Empire signed the contract of the association on July 18,
1865, but it remained distant for a while because its sign was the cross. Originally Hungarian
(Karl Eduard Hammerschmidt), with the efforts of Physician Colonel Abdullah Bey,
Association for Assistance to Wounded and Sick Soldiers was established on 11 June 1868. In
the 1877-1878 Ottoman-Russian War, known in history as the 93 War, the Ottoman State
informed Switzerland that it would use the Red Crescent instead of the red cross in
ambulances. Permanent use of the temporary red Crescent was allowed in 1907. This became
official in 1929. Today, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement; It has won
hearts as an international humanitarian movement that acts with the aim of helping all people
without allowing any discrimination. Dunant's birthday, May 8, is celebrated as International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Day all over the world.

Keywords: Battle of Solferino, Henry Dunant, Red Cross, Red Crescent.
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OZET

1859 yilinda gerceklesen Solferino Muharebesi Fransa-Sardunya ittifakinin Avusturya’ya
kars1 zaferiyle sonuglanmisti. Her iki taraftan yaklasik 300.000 askerin karsi karsiya geldigi
bu muharebede 6.000°den fazla kisi 6lmiis, 40.000 kisi de yaralanmisti. Ordularin saglik
hizmetleri yetersiz kaldigindan yaralilar aci igerisinde kivranmaktaydilar. Bu esnada
Cezayir’deki isleri dolayisiyla Fransa Imparatoru ile gdriismek igin Solferino’ya gelen
Isvigreli Henry Dunant, yaralilarin durumlarindan c¢ok etkilenmis ve civardaki insanlari
yaralilara yardim etmek iizere orgiitlemistir. Dunant 1863 yilinda yayimlanan “Solferino
Hatiras1” isimli kitabiyla insanlarin dikkatini savaslarda yasanan aci ve dramlara ¢ekmeyi
basardi. Dunant’in ve ona destek verenlerin cabalariyla 17 Subat 1863°te “Uluslararasi
Askeri Yaralilara Yardim Cemiyeti” kuruldu. 22 Agustos 1864’te dernegin isareti Isvigre
bayraginin tersi olarak beyaz zemin {izerinde salib-i ahmer (kizilhag) olarak belirlendi.
1875’te ise “Uluslararasi Kizilhag Komitesi” adin1 aldi. Dunant, gosterdigi listlin ¢abalarindan
dolayr Nobel Baris Odiilii’'ne layik gériilmiistiir. Osmanli Devleti 18 Temmuz 1865’te
dernegin sdzlesmesini imzalamis, ancak isaretinin ha¢ olmasindan dolay1 bir siire mesafeli
kalmisti. Aslen Macar (Karl Eduard Hammerschmidt) olan Miralay Dr. Abdullah Bey’in
cabalartyla 11 Haziran 1868’te Mecruhin ve Mardayr Askeriyeye Imdat ve Muavenet
Cemiyeti (Yarali ve Hasta Askerlere Yardim Cemiyeti) kurulmustur. Tarihte 93 Harbi olarak
bilinen 1877-1878 Osmanli-Rus Harbi’nde, Osmanli Devleti Isvigre’ye ambulanslarda isaret
olarak kizilhac1 degil de hilal-1 ahmeri (kizilay) kullanacagin bildirir. Gegici olarak kullanilan
kizilay isaretinin kalic1 olarak kullanilmasina 1907 yilinda izin verildi. Bu durum 1929 yilinda
resmiyet kazandi. Giliniimiizde Uluslararas1 Kizilhag ve Kizilay Hareketi; hicbir ayrimeciliga
izin vermeden tiim insanlara yardim etme amaciyla hareket eden uluslararasi insani bir
hareket olarak goniilleri kazanmistir. Dunant’in dogum giinii olan 8 Mayis ise biitiin diinyada
Uluslararas1 Kizilhag ve Kizilay Giinii olarak kutlanmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Solferino Muharebesi, Henry Dunant, Kizilhag, Kizilay.

Page 133



	savaş kitap

